EZEKIEL

General Observations

i

1. _The man:
Av Name: "dod {8 strong" df VGod 4iremgthens".

B, Home: Probably Jerusaleém, for he was taken from Jerusalem to Babylon with
the group carried away in 597 B.C. He was a priest, the son of Buzi (1:3); probably
twenty-five years of age when carried away, and thirty when he begarn to prophesy (1-3),.

C. Characterization: A man of deep sympathy for his people; but one who could
be blunt and harsh vhen necessary. His style was dramatic, his imagery vivid, and his
illustrations colorful. He was a man wholly and completely subject to the will of God.
He saw clearly what his task was, and gave himself whole-heartedly to the accomplishing

of that task.

2, Date: Carried into Babylon in 597. Began prophesying 593, the fifth year of
King Jehoiachin's captivity. Continued to the 25th year, 573 (40:1); or 27th year (29:

17). A span of 20 or 22 years.

3. Background:

A, Babylonian. See introduction to Jetemish. Ezekiel was carried into Baby-
lon in the second invasion of Nebuchadnexxer, 597 B.C. Many of the most pious of Jeru-
salem were carried away in this captivity (see Jer. 24), It was Ezekiel's task to keep
these captives faithful to the Lord in a land of idolatry. Druing the captivity he livec
-at Tel-Abib, "Hill of an ear of cornm," Or Tel-Abub, "Hill produced by the action of
storms” (Eiselen), Probably lecated on a canal of the Euphrates, near Nippur (ISBE),
down the river south-east from Bazbylon.

B, Judaean. See introduction to Jeremiah.

4. Peculisrities of Ezekiel:

A. The use of visions, symbolical actions, allegories, and parables in revealin;
to the prophet and through him to the people the message of Jehovah. '

B, His enphasis on the individual, This emphasis attained a place not before f
realized in the teaching of the prophets, ;

C. Ezeklel's use of certain expressions which sugpest fundamental ideas of the
prophet: (1) The "glory of Jehovah", emphasizing His glorious majesty and power.
(2) The “"Name of Jehovah", indicating the nature and character of the Lord: the sum
of His revealed attributes. {3) By certain acts God would "sanctify" Himself, show
Himself "holy", emphasizing the moral aspect of the divine holiness.

5. The essagse and Tgaching of the Book:

A, Doom -= Jerusalem will fall; the people will come to Babylon.
(1) Chapters 1=24, judgment as a punishment for sin is stressed.
(2) Chapters 25-39, foreign nations must be destroyed before Israel can be
restored. Both Jerusalem must be destroyed (1-24) and the nations judged (25-39).

B. Hope ~= God's people will be “raised" and restored to their land; and ulti-
mately made one under David; all the enemies destroyed (25-39); and a glorious Jerusa=-
lem will be built on the ruins of the old, {(40-48)
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PART T - THE SIN OF JUDAH AND ITS PUNISHMENT, 1-24
I. The call and consedration of Bzekiel tb the office of ﬁ&ophef, 1:1-3321,

11,

I1I.

v,

A. The appearance of the glotry of the Lord, ch. 1.
1. Time and place of the appearance, 1-3.
2. The theophany and vision of the four cherubim, 414,
3. The four wheels beside the cherubim, 15-21.
4, The throne and glory of Jehovah, 22-28,

B, The call of Ezekiel to the prophetic office, 2:1-3:3.
1. Spirit of the prophet and the people with whom he must deal, 1=7.
2, Preparation for the task, 2:8-3:3,

C. The commissioning of the prophet, 3:4-21,
1, Difficulties of the task before the prophet, 4-9,
2. Prepared, now transported to the place of activity, 10-15.
3. TFinal word: appointed a watchman, 16-21.

The destiny of Jerusalem and its inhabitants: utter destruction, 3:22-5;17.

A. Introduction to the first prophetic announcement, 3:22-27.
1, Introduction, 22-24,
2. Ceneral divine instructions, 25-27.

B. The siepe of Jerusalem: four symbolic actions, &4:1=5:4.
1. The first symbolical act: a city besieged, 1-3,
2. The second symbolical act: -the destiny of the city besieged, 4-8.
3. The third symbolical act: famine, privations and exile, 9-+17,
4, The fourth symbolical act: Tsrael's impending destiny: slaughter and
dispersion, 5:l1-4.

Three discourses of condemnation, 5:5-7:27.

A. The divine worxd which explains the symbolical signs: doom of Jerusalem, 5:5-17.
1., Cause of the judgment, 5-9, .
2, Nature of the judgment, 1C-17,

B. Devastation of the land: the judgment upon the jdolatrous places, and on the
idol-warshippers, ch. 6.
1. Desolation of the land, and destruction of the idolaters, 1-7.
2. The survivors banished ameng the heathen, 8-10.
3, The punishment is just and well deserved, 11-14.

C. The overthrow of Israel and destruction of its inhabitants, ch. 7.
1, The end comes, l-&.
2. The execution of the judgment (amnounced in vwv. 2-4), 5-27.
a. The end as a terrible calamity, and is near at hand, 5-9.
b. The rod is prevared, nothing will be left of the ungodly, =0-13.
c. Irrestible destruction, gold and silver will not save them, 14-22.
d. Captivity and overthrow of the people is coming, 23-27.

Jehovah's withdrawal from the doomed city, chs, 8~-1l,

A, Ahominations of idolatry in the Temple precincts, ch, 8.
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1, Time and place of the divine revelation, 1-4.
2, The first abominatish picture: image of jeaiousy, 5-6.
3. Second abomination: wptship of beasts, 7-13.
4, Third abomination: worship of Thammuz, 14-15.

The angels which smite Jerusalem ~ slaughter of the inhabitants, ch, 9.
1. The appearance of the servants to execute the judgment, 1-2.

2., The divine command, 3-7.
3, Intercession of the prophet, and the answer of the Lord, 8-1l1.

Burning of Jerusalem, and withdrawal of the glory of Jehovah from the Sanctuary,

ch. 10,

1. Jerusalem to be burned with fire -~ the angel scatters coals of fire over
Jerusalem, 1-8.

2. The glory of Jehovah forsakes the temple, 9-22,

Threatening of judgment and promise of mercy. Conclusion of the vision, ch. 1l.
1. Judgment upon the rulers of the npation, 1-13,
. a. The twenty-five men, chiefs of the nation, 1-4, ‘
b. Prophecy against the ungodly counsel, which is confirming the people in
their sins, 5-12,
c. Sudden death of Pelatiah, v. 13,
2. Promise of gathering of Israel out of the nations, 14-21,
3. The glory of Jehovah forsakes the doomed city, 22-25,

nation's sinfulness and inevitable doom, chs. 12-19.

Two symbolical acts portraying the departure of the king and people, and bread o
tears, ch. 12,

1. Symbolical action of the emigration of king and people from Jerusalem, 1-7.
2. Explanation of the symbolical actlon, 8-16.

3, Sign depicting the terrors and consequences of the conquest of Jerusalem,

17"'20.
4. Declarations to remove all doubt as to the truth of the threat, 21-28,

Against the false p.r.phets and prophetesses, ch. 13,
1, Apainst the false prophets, 1-16.

a, Their conduct, 1~7.

b. Their punishment, 8-16.
2. Against the false prophetesses, 17-23.

a, Their condu.n, 17-19.

b. Their -uaishment, 20-23,

Attitude of God towards the worshippers of idols, and certainity of judgment,
ch. 14.
1., The Lord gives no answer to the idolaters, 1-11.
_ a. Elders with idols in their hearts, 1-5.
b, The divine threat, and summons to repent, 6-8.
c. No prophet is to give any other answer, 9-11,
2, The righteousness of the godly will not avett the judgment, 12-23,
a. Righteousness can save only the individual, 12-20.
b, This rule applied to Jerusalem, 21-23.

Two allegories teaching Jerusalem's ripeness for judgment, chs. 15=16.

1. Jerusalem, the useless wood of a wild vine, ch. 15.
2. The foundling child -- ingratitude and unfaithfulness of Jerusalem, ch. 16.
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a. Israel; as fbgpa,;unéleéh,,misetable, and neay to destruction, 1-35.
b, Israel therefbie owed its brekbrvation and exaltation to honor and glory
to the Lotd it# bod alome, 8-14. ' '
c. The apostasy of Israel, 15~34.
Its origin and nature, 15-22,
Its magnitude and extent, 23-34,
d. The punishment will correspoud to the sin, 35-43.
e. The judgment is perfectly just, 44-32.
f. Disgrace will not be the coaclusion; Israel will attain to the glory
promised the people of God, 53-63. ' '

Humiliation and eraltation of the Davidic family =~ disloyalty of Zedekish —-

consequences, ch. 17,

1. The parable, 1~10,

2, The interpretation and application of the parable to king Zedekiah, 11-2]1,

3. The promise of the Messianic kingdom — the planting of the true twig of
the stem of David, 22-24, :

Moral freedom and individual responsibility, ch. 18.

1. The proverb and the word of God -~ every msn to bear his own sins, 1-4.

2, The rightecus man shall not die, 5-9. '

3. The righteousness of the father does not protect the wicked, unrighteous son
from death, 10-13,

4. Each bears the conssquence of his own righteocusness or sin, 14-20,

5. Turning to geod leads to life; turning to evil to death, 21-24,

6. Another earnest call to repentance, 23-32,

Lamentation cver the fall of Judah and for the princes of Israel, ch, 19.
1. Capture and exile of the priaces, I-2.
2. Destruction of the kingacm, and banizhment of the people, 10-14,

Doom of Judah and Jerusalem, chs. 20-24,

A,

B,

The past, present, an? Ituurte of Tsrael, 20:1.44,
1. Judah's persisien: zebellion, 20:1-32.
a. Date, occasioun, zn? thame of the discourse to follow, 1-3,
b. Election of Icrael in Egypt. Its resistance to the commandments of God,
b=9,
¢. Behaviory of Israel in the wilderness, 10-17,
d. The geascxartinsa chat grew uwp in the wilderness, 18-26.
e. Isvael romuinved these sins in Canaan also, and to this day; therefore Go
will not ailow tne idnlatrous generation to inquire of Him, 27-32.
2, Chastisemani foliowed by cestoration. 20:33-44, '
a. The judement awaiting Israel of purification among the heathem, 33-39.
b, The uliimate gathering of Isvael, and its conversion, 40-44,

Immanence of Jerusalem's destrzuction: the burning forest and the sword of the
Lord, 20:43~21:32,
1. The burning forest -- a fire kindled by the Lord, 20:45-49.
2. The sword of the Lowrd, 21:1~23,
a. Its digsastrous efiectrs, 1-7.
b. The sword sharpened for slaying, 8-17.
¢. The sword of the king of Babylon will smite Jerusalem, then emite the
Axmonites also, 18-23,
3. The prophecy will appear to Judaeans as deceptive, but will be verified,
24"27 .
4, Qverthrow of the Ammonites, 28-32,
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C. The sins of Jarusalem and Israel, ch. 22,

b.

1.

27
3.

Blood-guiltiness of Jerusalem and the burden of its sins, 1-16.

a. Principal accusation: bloodshed and idolatry, 1-3,

b. A multitude of sing committed in Jerusalem, 6-12,

¢s The Lord enraged; Judsh to be scattered among the heathen, 13-16.
Refining of Israel in the furnace of besieged Jerusalsm, 17-22,
Immediate cause of destruction: the corrupt state c¢f all classes in the
kingdom, 23-31,

Allegorical portrayal of the history of Judah and Isrrel, ch., 23.

2.
<
4-
5.

The sisters Gholah and Oholibah, practiced whoredom from days of Egypt, 1-4,
Samaria's whoredom and punishment, 5-10,

Whoredom of Judah, 11~21.

Punishment of the harlot Jerusalem, 23-35.

Additional summary of the sins and punishment of the two women, 36-49,

Prediction of the desgtruction of Jerusalem both in parable and-by sign, ch, 24,

1,

2,

Allegorial portraval of the siege and captrre of Jerusalem, 1-14,
4. The date and occasion of the prophecy, 1-2,
b. Parable of the pot with the bolling pdeces, 3-14,
The parable, 3-5.
The dnterpretaticn of the parable, 6-14,
Punishment of the inhabitante of Jerusalem, 6-8,
Punishment of the elity itsels, G-14,
Death of Ezekiel's wife = symbol of desyair caused by the fall of Jerusalen,
15- 27 .
a. Sign of the silent scrreyw concarning the destruction of Jerusalem, 15~24,
b. Sequel of the destruction of Jerusaiem to the prophet himself (no longer
mute, cf. 3:2£), 25.%7,

PART I

PREDICTIONS OF JUDGMENT UPAN ~HE FCREIGN (HEATHEN) NATIONS, CHAPTERS 25-32.

I. Against the horder natiens, ch. 25,
A. Against Ammon, I-7,

Against Moab, 8-11,

Against Edom, 12-14,

Against Philistia, 15-17,

II.

B,
C.
D.

Against Tyre and Sidon, chs. 26-28,
The destruction of Tvre, the mistress of the sea, ch, 26,

A.

C.

1,
2l
3.‘
4.

Iyre shall be broken ang utterly destroyed, 1-6,

The enemy by which to be destroyed is named, 7-14,

The tidings of destruction of Tyre to bring sreat commotion, 15-18,
Tyre to be covered by the waves, vanishes forever, 19-21,

Lamentation over the fall of ™ re, ch, 27,
y

1.
2,
3.

Introduction and descripticn of the glory and wight of Iyre, 1-11.
A description of the commerce of Tyre with all nations, 12-25,
Destruction by a tempest fiom the 2ast, 26=-36.

Against the prince of Tyre, 28:1-19,

1,
2,

The fall of the prince of Tyre, 110,
Lamentation over the king of Tyre, 11-1i9.
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Prophecy against Sidon and gip“ “e-fOt Israel, 28:20-26,
1. The fall of Sidon, but fot &otiplete annihilation, 20-24.
2, In contrast, the Lo?d's people to be healed, 25-26.

Against Egypt, chs. 29-32,

A.

c.

D.

E.

F.

G.

The
A,

B,

Pestruction and restoration of Eeypt, 29:1-16,
1. Destruction of the might of Pharoah, and devastation of Egypt, 1-12.
2. Restoration of Epypt, 13-16,

Conquest and plundering of Egypt by Nebuchadmezzar, 29:17-21.

The day of judgment upon Egypt, speedy and complete, 30:1-19. -

1. Announcement of judgment upon Egypt and her allies, 1-53.

2, Epypt's helpers and supporters will fall and the land be laid waste, 6-9.
3. Executors of the judgment: MNebuchadnezzar end his people, 10-12,

4, Further description of the judgment, 13-19.

Destruction of the might of Pharosh by Nebuchadnezzar, 30:30-26,

The glory and fall of Assyria a type of Egypt, ¢h. 31,

1. The might of Pharoah resembles the greatness and glory of Assyria, a towering
and mighty cedar, 1-9. : ‘ '

2, The falling of this cedar; the overthrow of Assyria on account of its pride,
10-14, -

3. Impression made upon the nations by the fall of Assyria; and its application
to Pharoah, 15-18,

Lamentation over Egypt's disgrace, 32:1-16.

1, The destruction of Pharcah, as a sea-monster, 1-6,

2. His overthrow f£ills the whole world with mourning and terror, 7-10,

3, The judgment upon Egypt will be executed by the kine of Babylon, 11-16.

The funeral-dirge for the destruction of the might of Egypt, 32:17-32.
1. The tummulc of Fgvpt thrust down to Sheol or hell, 17-21.
2, A series of heathzn nations will be found in Sheol when Egypt gets there,
22-30, : :
a. Asshur, 22-23,
b. Elam, 24-25,
¢. lfeshech-Tubal, 26-28.
d. Edom, the princes of the north, and Sidom, 29-30.
3, Egypt will there in Sheol see all these, 3132,

PART III .
THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF RESTORATION AND SALVATION, Chs. 33-48.

calling of the prophet, and his future attitude towards the people, ch. 33.

The calling of the prophet for the future, 1-22.

1. The prophets office of watchman, 1-9.

3., Thé watchman's message; individual responsibility, 10-20.

3. Tidings of the f£fall of Jerusalem, and the consequences with regard to the
prophet, 21-22,

Preaching of repentance after the fall of Jerusalem==the blindness and stubborn-
ness of the exiles, 23-33,



II. The }

ﬂiswilnck,‘ga;her it together
sud“slft it by the destruction

: nfftﬁa'deseihy*ofﬁﬁﬂbm and that of Israel chss 35,36,
vastation of: Edom ~~ aperpetual destruction, ch, 35,
”f,:;hgﬁaniiﬁzﬁssing of Israel, 36:1-15,
+ JFor: the ‘sake of Hig holy name the Lord will extend forbearance, 16-21.,
; “Eﬁr”ﬂiﬁihaiy'némeﬁi-sake the Lord will bring back His own people, 22-28,
ei{ “The Lord will richly bless, mnltiply, and glorify His people when thus
- réneved and sanctified 29-38

e Resutrécriau*ﬁf Israel and reunion as one nation, ch, 37,
The resurrection of Israel to new life, 1-14,
Zwr R;pn:on of Israel as one nation under the future king David, 15-28,

D. J%hovah’# final triumph over the nations--destruction of Gog with his great army
of nations, chs. 38-39, ,
1+ Introduction, Preparation of Gog-and his army for the invasion of the re-

~ stored land of Israel, 38;1-9,

2¢ Motive: by which Gép was induced Ty undertake his warlike expedition- and

- judgment:ofihis destriction;?10~16,-

3. Announcement of the wrathful judgment upon God, as a proof of the holiness of
K 7. the -Lord; 17280, o Rl

- & Purther: description o *thé-judgmeﬁt\to fall upon Gog and hia hosts, 39: 1-20.

o a,« Generalaannouncem”;t ‘of his*destruction,‘l-s. o
: “Total’ destricrionive Gog "and ‘his ‘hosts; 9=20, . . - PP T it
3, The resul of this judgment, aﬁ&“the concluding promise, 21-29. s S

.6£ Gﬁd;-dhsz 40-48. bt il
A. The rew templei-é Adts-extent. and Splendor, 40 1-43 12
1. Introduction, 40:1~-4,
2%wiThe outer: courty with: boundary wall, gate, buildinga, chambers, 5-27,
o ge Th rrounding wall Vel T
b The  buildings :of the: ‘east: gate, : 6—16, =
¢. The buter:court lescribed and. measured, 17-19, 4 e, & ”..
d, The north ‘gate- and’ the south pate of: the cuter court, 20—27 y
3, The inner court-with dts gates, chambers, and slaughtering tables, 28—47
a8. The pates of the inner, ecourt, - 28-37. . .
b. The chambers and arrangements for the sacrificial worship by and in the |
“ ‘nney’ ‘court, 38-47, .
4, The Temple—house, with the porch side-stories, and backbuildings 40:48-
’ 41'26. L .
2, The temple-porch 40:48 49.
b. The inner space of the temple. 41214,
¢, The wall and the side-building, 5-11,
“a —d.-~The sepatate,place, and: the external dimensions of the temple, 12-14..
J {Sunmary account of the measurements etc., 15-26




vy

6i
7.

8

+ob w0lr chsrers in the court, and the extent of the holy domain around
temple, ch, 4@y .. ° Y

a. The éhéﬁbe?éhuilﬂiﬂgb 4 the outer court, i-14,

b. Extent of tha Holy domain arcund the temple, 15-20,

Return of Jehovah entrance of the glory of the Lord into the new temple,
43:1-12, : 4

Description and consécration of the altar of burnt-offering, 13-27,

8. Description of the altar, 13-17.

b. Consecration of the altar, 18-27,

Regulations concerning the administration of the new community, chs. 44-46,

4,
S

Position of the different classes of the peonle in relation to the new
sanctuary, 44:1-14,

a. The place of the prince in the sanctuary, 1.3,

b. The exclusion of the foreigners, 4-9,

€. The place of the levites ang priegts, 10-14,

The priests: their conduct and support, 44:15-45:17,

a8+ Their ministretion, 44:15-15.

b. Thelr attire angd peneral conduct, 1722,

€. Their function of teaching angd judging, 23-27,

d. Their inheritance and support, 28~31, ' _

€. The land for tha priests, levites, and prince, 45:1-8,

f. Exhortation to deal Justly and r.ghteously, 45:9-12,
Sacrifices and sacred days, 45:13~46:15,

a, The people's cblation for the prince, 45:13-17,

b. The sin-offerings in the firse menth, 45:18-20,

¢. Sacrifices at the passover and feast of tabernacles, 45:21-25,
d. Sacrifices for the Sabbath and new moon, 46:1-8,

e. Opening of the temple for the people and prince, 46:9-12.

f. The daily facrifice, 463:13-15. '

The right of the prince to dispose of his landed pProperty, 46:16-18,
Sacrificial kitchens for the priests and for the people, 46:19-24,

Distribution of the tribes in the holy land, chs. 47-48.

-

S P s

The river of the water of life, 47:1.12. -
Boundaries and division of the holy land, 47:713-23,
Portion of the seven northern tribes, 48:1-7,

Portion of Jehovah, for Sanctuary and priests, 48:8-22,
Portion of the five southern tribes, 48:23-29,

The size, gates, and name of the city, 48:30-35,

the



