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PREACH THE WORD
Those who preach must preach the 

Word. Paul wrote, by inspiration, to 
the preacher Timothy:

I charge thee therefore before God, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge 
the quick and the dead at his appearing 
and his kingdom; Preach the word; be 
instant in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and 
doctrine. For the time will come when 
they will not endure sound doctrine; but 
after their own lusts shall they heap to 
themselves teachers, having itching ears; 
And they shall turn away their ears from 
the truth, and shall be 
turned unto fables. But 
watch thou in all things, 
endure afflictions, do the 
work of an evangelist, 
make full proof of thy 
ministry (2 Tim. 4:1-5).

 Garland Elkins, 
our Dean of Public 
Relations, spoke at 
the recent MSOP 
Lectureship, and 
exemplified preaching 
the Word. I reminded those attending 
that brother Elkins had preached the 
Word, focusing upon what God said. 
 Brother Elkins quoted the Word. 
He had spent the time to memorize 
Scripture; thus, he knew by heart the 
powerful message from God.
 He cited the Word, giving 
chapter and verse, so those listening 
could follow along, in their Bibles, and 
make sure that what he was preaching 
was true and accurate.
 Brother Elkins correctly applied 
the Word, giving the meaning, knowing 
that a sermon without application will

not accomplish all that it should or 
could--or that God intended.
 He showed respect for the 
Word and for the occasion. He was 
not arrogant or flippant. Obviously, he 
held God and His Word in proper honor 
and high esteem. He respected the 
opportunity to preach, and the assembly 
of God’s people. 
 Please, fellow preachers, let us 
all overcome the desire to be “seen of 
men” (Mat. 23:5), determine to preach 
the Word, faithfully and reverently, and 
let God be heard. Sadly, I have heard, 

in worship assemblies 
of the Lord’s people, 
“sermons” in which 
was very little Scripture. 
In one “sermon,” the 
speaker neither quoted, 
cited, mentioned, or even 
vaguely alluded to one 
verse from the Bible.
  Quotes of men, 
illustrations, personal 
accounts, and humor 

may have a place in preaching, but 
they do not have first place. Neither 
are the eloquent renderings of the 
preacher’s thoughts a substitute for the 
Word of God. Gestures, volume, dress, 
appearance, and movement should be 
such that the listener focuses upon the 
message, not the messenger.
 Preachers, please give God’s 
plan of salvation. After some “sermons,” 
the question “What must I do to be 
saved?” remains unanswered, and the 
lost remain lost. God will be pleased, the 
lost will be saved, and the saved will be 
strengthened if we “Preach the Word.”
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JAMES WATKINS
TO SPEAK AT GRADUATION

 We are happy to announce that brother James 
Watkins will be our guest speaker for the graduation 
of the Memphis School of Preaching Class of 2011. He 
will preach in a gospel meeting with the Forest Hill 
congregation, 
June 17-19, and 
will deliver the 
s e r m o n  a n d 
a d d r e s s  o n 
Sunday, June 
19, at 5:00 P.M. 
The graduation 
exercises will 
f o l l o w  t h e 
conclusion of 
t h e  e v e n i n g 
worship. 
 We urge 
all who can to 
be present for 
the 2:00 P.M. 
reception for the graduates and friends. This is a 
special day for the graduates, and their families and 
friends. We hope you can share it with them.
 Thanks to all who have supported these 
good men and their families while they have been 
preparing to preach. They have worked diligently 
and we commend them for a job well done! Their 
work has shown them to be worthy of your prayers, 
your encouragement, and your financial support.

CONGRATULATIONS
2011 GRADUATES

2011 GRADUATING CLASS
OF THE

MEMPHIS SCHOOL OF 
PREACHING

Kyhemia J. Alexander…………….Lafayette, LA

Jeffery D. Brown***……………………..Trenton, TN

Roy Trent Childers…………………Middleton, TN

Torrey Clark**………………….……..Las Vegas, NV

Anthony L. Clay, II………………..River Ridge, MI

Scot Collins**……………….………..Memphis, TN

Fred Crowe***……………………..….Memphis, TN

David Alan Dixon…………………Robertsdale, AL

David Garrison Gulledge………….Mabelvale, AR

Jarrod Harp**………………………….Baldwyn, MS

Charles J. Harris…………………...Cartersville, GA

Bruce P. Hatcher…………............…..Jackson, TN

Johnathan C. Jacobs……………………Peculiar, MO

Tyler J. Kirkpatrick…………………….Las Vegas, NV

Phillip E. Patton**………………………..Mabank, TX

Jared Michael Rhodes……………Marshalltown, IA

Steven D. Rogers……………………….Winder, GA

Jon Chance Steen………………………Cordova, TN

Russell M. Swafford**………………..Crossville, TN

Donald Adam Duane Wright…………..Pickwick, TN

** Completes work in January 2012

***Graduate Program

F O U N D A T I O N S
“Now Is The Time...”

June 25-July 1, 2011
A Training Camp Of 

The Memphis School Of 
Preaching
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MEMPHIS SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
STUDENTS AND FACULTY 2011

  Join the growing number of men 
who want to prepare themselves, at MSOP, 
to preach the Word!
 There is still room, and time to 
complete the admission process, but 
hurry. Go to www.msop.org, or call, or 
write, today!

SUMMER SCHOOL
BEGINS JUNE 27, 2011

FALL QUARTER
ORIENTATION 

AUGUST 19, 2011

FOR ADMISSION TO
MEMPHIS SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLY NOW
STUDENTS AND FAMILIES

NEED YOUR HELP
 

 Men who want to preach need your help. They 
realize their need for education and training, and they 
are willing to leave behind their extended families, jobs, 
and homes in order to come to MSOP. These men (and 
their families) have shown themselves willing to make 
personal sacrifices, in order to preach the gospel, and 
to teach the lost about the Savior.
 Thankfully, because of the generous contributions 
of so many, we have greatly reduced the amount of 
support needed for housing (a reduction of $1,000 or 
more for each family, each month). Yet, these good men 
still need food, clothing, books, insurance, and the other 
expenses of living. 
 We dare not fail our Lord by refusing to help 
deserving brethren to prepare themselves to be faithful 
gospel preachers. Let us hear from you as soon as 
possible. Send your support for students to MSOP. If 
you are interested in supporting a particular student, 
please contact us, and we will help you make those 
arrangements. Remember, your contributions to MSOP 
are tax deductible. Thanks! 
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INFORMATION ABOUT 
MEMPHIS SCHOOL OF PREACHING

Intensive, Two-year, Collegiate Program Of Strong Bible Emphasis

54 Courses, 164 Semester Hours, 2,960 Clock Hours In Classes

Two Full Years Of Transferable College Credit

Emphasis On Doctrinal Soundness, Christian Character, And   

 Evangelistic Zeal

Sound, Well-qualified, Dedicated Faculty 

Recognized For Educational Excellence In Preacher Preparation   

 For Pulpit, Local Work, and World Evangelism

Three Campaigns, Restoration Trip, Lectureships, And Other   

 Opportunities For Growth And Service During Two Years

Personal Direction From A Seasoned Faculty Experienced In   

 All Facets Of Preaching

Opportunities To Preach While In School 

Classes For Wives (Diplomas Awarded)

Third Year Graduate Program

State Of The Art Educational Facility On Fifteen Acre Campus

Residence Halls, With Thirty-two Three Bedroom Apartments, On  

 Campus

N. B. Hardeman Library Building On Campus

Established In 1966—Oldest School Of Preaching East Of The   

 Mississippi

Located In Germantown—One Of Tennessee’s Best Cities In   

 Which To Live And Work

No Tuition Or Fees

Scholarships And Housing Assistance Available

Approved By Tennessee State Approving Agency For VA Benefits

Accepting Applications Now

Write, Call, Or Visit msop.org For Catalog And Application
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Order Your Copy Of

THE BEHAVIOR OF FAITH
And Other

MSOP Lectureship Books
 You will surely want to get a copy of the outstanding 
material covering the topic: “The Behavior Of Faith,” not 
only for yourself, but also for others who would benefit 
from it. Hurry, while supplies last.
 To order “The Behavior Of Faith,” and other MSOP 
lectureship books, please call 1-800-782-8175, or contact 
tyromw@comcast.net. 
 The cost of the 2011 book is $23 per book. 
 2011 CDs (searchable on your computer, with text 
from all MSOP lectureships, plus many other valuable 
volumes) are $25 per CD. 
 Or, you can purchase the 2011 book and CD for $30. 
Shipping and handling are extra. Please call for prices of 
other books.

ANNOUNCING
Memphis School of Preaching
WORLD MISSIONS PROGRAM

Beginning January 23, 2012


